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Looks like a very busy month! League meetings that many of you are
participating in, a special lunch on September 11t with author Mark Fenton, local primary elections (think Ralph
Becker) and our annual conference on September 27t will make for a lot of activities. Not to mention a few
extracurricular football (or is that futbol?) games thrown in, plus camping anyone? September is a great month and wiill
be over before we know it. Hopefully the 100+ degree days will be gone also.

Our conference promises to be a good one. | think this is the first time that Davis County has sponsored the annual
conference and our attendance numbers look pretty good so far. We instituted the potential to use a credit card this
time and we have had a very good response to this new service. The conference has a good variety of sessions and if
you keep track of your continuing education credits, or if you want to keep your AICP status via the certification
maintenance process, we will be trying to assure that all the sessions will be eligible for credit. This does take a little
extra effort from the speakers, but that is just a simple addition of a bio and presentation summary. In addition, we will
talk about ethics and law which are required elements for AICPers. Keeping your AICP certification requires 32 hours
of credit every 2 years and you will need a certain number of hours of law and ethics as part of those. So your easiest
way to get those hours will be locally through Utah APA and other “registered” (registered with National)
organizations. Sign up for the conference and keep track of your hours!

September gives way to October and National Community Planning Month. You’ll remember, | hope, that National
APA is pushing the Chapters to take a minute for planning by promoting planning during the month of October. Last
Presidents Message year we tried to get each of you to write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper, about a positive planning
experience, person, or project. If your experience was like mine, then yours never showed up in the Trib. So this year
we will have a bit of a different tack. Mike Maloy is putting together a traveling exhibit and we are encouraging you to
display that for about 2 weeks in your local City Hall, Library, or other favorite gathering place. Obviously that will
take a while to get around the State so we are also asking that for at least one week of the month, you put up your own
project, plan or ordinance in your lobby (with the APA logo). Public awareness of the good things that planning can do
is something we can all help with!

See you at the conference and talk to you next month!
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Introduction

The Wasatch Front, along with a number of other growing
metropolitan regions throughout the country, is
increasingly faced with a crisis of many dimensions;
mounting traffic congestion, diminishing affordable
housing, receding open space, urban sprawl, air pollution
and socially isolated communities. Reliance upon typical
patterns of low density urban development will perpetuate
these problems. However, there are logical options which
provide compounding opportunities. In particular, the
effort of the Utah Transit Authority, through
implementation of the FrontRunner commuter rail,
provides a progressive approach to address the ills of
conventional development. Indeed, the FrontRunner seeks
to address these problems by redirecting urban growth to
patterns which reduce automobile dependence and support
alternative modes of transportation.

The linkage between land use and transit is designed to
result in an efficient pattern of development that supports
the transit system and makes significant progress in reducing sprawl, traffic congestion, and air pollution. Common in
planning literature, this simple concept is referred to as Transit Oriented Development (TOD). The location, design,
configuration, and mix of uses in a TOD provide an alternative to traditional development by emphasizing a pedestrian
oriented environment and reinforcing the use of public transportation. The following provides a glimpse into the efforts
of UTA, through implementation of commuter rail, to propagate a system which will change circulation along the
Wasatch Front, forever.

Commuter Rail

Employment and population growth places increasing strain on existing highway networks and upon the quality of life
in the communities surrounding the region. As population continues to grow in the suburbs, jobs continue to be added
in downtown employment centers. Ultimately this increases the number of people commuting to the center of the
region. Naturally, this increase in commuters has reciprocal effects upon the amount of time spent commuting. A
solution to this problem is the rediscovery of the commuter train running into and through the heart of the region.

Commuter Rail attracts passengers, gives a reliable and anxiety-free ride, eases highway congestion, and improves
guality of life. Commuter rail is happening in a growing number of metropolitan areas. Miami, Northern Virginia, San
Diego, and Los Angeles have all recently started new commuter rail systems. They've joined Chicago, New York, San
Francisco, Boston, and Philadelphia in expanding and improving commuter railroads as an alternative to congested
highways. Commuter rail is the transportation system of choice for growing major metropolitan areas, arguably because
it links fast growing communities in the suburbs with the employment centers in the heart of the region.
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s Commuter rail addresses a system in which transportation officials are struggling to keep up with, growth capacity on
: roads. Common methodology indicates that when roads are pushed to capacity, it’s simply time to build more.

: However, this is not always the best solution to the problem. (Any disbelievers in this point should take a trip to
Southern California (in their car), and respond accordingly about the effectiveness of an elaborate road network). In an
: age of limited resources (i.e. land, oil), it becomes important to think “outside of the box™ in order to craft viable

+ opportunities.

: The Wasatch Front is growing rapidly and thousands of people commute daily to Salt Lake City from communities to
: the north of the city. As options for increasing the capacity of the existing roadway network and adding new roads are
: limited, and people still need to be able to get from home to work, school, medical and other services, commuter rail

: provides an important transportation alternative.

The FrontRunner

To maximize the potential benefits of transit facilities and services, the need to increase the availability and use of public
transit along the Wasatch Front arose. In 2000, serious analysis and debate stimulated the passage of a one-quarter cent
: sales tax earmarked for dramatic circulation improvements in Salt Lake, Davis and Weber Counties. From a financing

s standpoint commuter rail benefited substantially from this sales tax increase; soon thereafter, UTA proceeded forward
: with planning efforts of the commuter rail system.

: And now, approximately seven years later, we join government and transportation officials marking a

: milestone on the FrontRunner commuter rail project as crews performed the last rail weld. The $611 million

: project is now about 75 percent complete. It is expected to open in April 2008 and is projected to carry 5,900
: riders on its opening day. The 44-mile segment of commuter rail line will run from Salt Lake City to northern
Weber County (It is expected to eventually be extended from Payson to Brigham City)
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Calendar

September 27-28~ Fall Conference,
Davis County
October 8, 12:30~ Tailoring
Development Codes to Meet
Development Needs and Trends
October 23-26~ ULI Fall Meeting,
Las Vegas
November 12, 12:30~ Carbon and
the Culture of City Building
December 10, 12:30~ Transit
Oriented Development on the
Wasatch Front
March 2008~ UAPA Spring
Conference, Moab, Utah
November 6-8 2008~ UAPA Fall
Conference, Holladay, Utah
September 10-12, 2008 ~ ULCT
Conference
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FrontRunner will have profound effects upon Wasatch Front residents who are able to expand their opportunities
educationally and economically. Indeed, not only will the FrontRunner provide benefits to downtown Salt Lake City
commuters, it will also proliferate opportunities for tourism, education, and employment in Davis and Weber counties.
For example, Northern Davis County hosts Hill Air Force Base and its 20,000 employees, the Freeport Center with its
7,000 employees, Weber State University’s Davis campus and the new University of Phoenix campus.

The institution of commuter rail will have dramatic effects upon communities privileged to accommodate the commuter
rail station. Nine FrontRunner stations are found
along the 44-mile commuter rail line. Each station .
consists of an 850-foot platform to accommodate a c t R I
10-car consist, park and ride lots and bus O m m u e r a I

staging. FrontRunner stations include: (Weber County to Salt Lake City)

e Salt Lake City: 200 South 600 West, at the
City's Intermodal hub

e Salt Lake City (future): North Temple and
500 West. 6

e Woods Cross: 700 South 800 West

e Farmington; east of the new Park Lane
bridge 4

e Layton: south of Gentile on Main Street

e Clearfield: 1250 South State Street

e Roy: 2500 West and south of 4000 South

e Ogden: at Ogden's Intermodal Center at
24th Street and Wall Avenue

e Pleasant View: north of 2700 North at about
1200 West

Area

Wienl Bourititul

Effectiveness of the System Area

Bt
Hoeth Salt Like

Effectiveness of transit oriented development is
attained through increased density around the
transit station. Traditionally, rail stations are located
near high-density residential, office or retail uses.
An increase in density and activity assures a “built-
in” clientele, so to speak. This activity ultimately

Mot Temiplhe

Sal Lake City iy
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For more information about
FrontRunner visit UTA online at
www.rideuta.com. Click on
Projects and Programs then
Commuter Rail North.
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provides compounding effects because the area exudes livability and vibrancy which often enables the station and
surrounding environs to become a destination.

Development of the area surrounding the FrontRunner stations is vitally important and eventually will guide their
overall success. Naturally, this development should be structured around TOD ideals. Conventional zoning generally
prohibits a mixture of land uses. With this said, it is imperative for the areas surrounding the stations to include flexible
land use regulations. Through research of respective City ordinances for the aforementioned stations, | was pleasantly
surprised to find that virtually every municipality has an ordinance in place which will permit the flexibility required to
proliferate TOD ideals. Nevertheless, increased vigilance on the parts of private and public planning constituents alike
is paramount in order to promulgate the highest and best use for the FrontRunner station sites. This is to say that
without continued vigilance, the sites may slip into our all too familiar conventional development site planning.

In addition to site planning efforts, local jurisdictions need to exercise increased vigilance pertaining to efficient
vehicular and pedestrian interaction as it relates to the station and its surrounding environs. Increased land use
efficiency will be attained through an integrated network of crosswalks and walkways oriented toward the safety of
pedestrians and bicyclists. Further, traffic calming devices and methods such as median landscaping and provision of
bike or transit lanes should be used to slow traffic and improve roadway capacity. And finally, roadway improvements
and accommodations pertaining to ease of circulation for bus and automobile surrounding the station are critical for
overall success.

Conclusion

Public transportation is a central component of a comprehensive circulation system and offers important opportunities
to reduce road congestion and air pollution. Further, an effective and efficient public transportation network is an
essential component for a region experiencing immense growth.

The FrontRunner planning efforts mitigate impacts of future development through multi-modal improvements to the
Wasatch Front’s circulation system. Growth is inevitable, but dumb growth is avoidable. The integration of policies and
programs outlined by the Utah Transit Authority represent a conscious decision to grow smartly. The strategic
application of TOD principles will greatly help us in our efforts to reduce automobile dependence, improve air quality,
and create pedestrian oriented, interactive development.

Darren Janes is currently employed by the Wasatch County Planning Department. He has a genuine, vested interest in
the promotion of livable communities attained through progressive thought and implementation.
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For more information on National
Community Planning Month,
Please visit the National APA
website for details, logos, and
downloads please visit:

http://www.planning.org/ncpm/inde
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A more detailed focus on local risk and mitigation can be found in the multi-jurisdictional plans completed through the
Associations of Governments (AOG), which encompass all twenty-nine counties and two hundred and sixty-five
incorporated municipalities, and five Indian tribes. The use of the AOGs and this regional approach to hazard
mitigation planning is intended to ensure coordination with elected officials, emergency managers, planners, public

works, and information technology specialists.

DMA 2000 facilitates cooperation between state and local authorities, prompting them to work together. It encourages
and rewards local and state pre-disaster planning and promotes sustainability as a strategy for disaster resistance. This
planning network will better enable local and state governments in articulating accurate needs for mitigation, resulting
in faster allocation of funding and more effective risk reduction projects. All entities wishing to remain in contention for
pre and post disaster federal assistance must participate in the planning process and promulgate the completed plan.

Using Pre Disaster Mitigation grant money, the State is currently working with Wasatch Front Regional Council
(WFRC) in efforts to update their HMP. The WFRC hazard mitigation plan is in the beginning stages of being updated
and should be completed by October of 2008. The State has also received PDM grant money to update the Bear River
and Mountainland HMP’s and in the next couple of years will apply for PDM planning grants to update the other four
AOGs plans. HLS and the AOGs work primarily with the local Emergency Managers on mitigation plans but would like
to expand relationships with Planners, Engineers and Public Works, getting them involved with the mitigation planning

process.

St. George Flooding 2005
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Utah has received just under $9 million
in PDM grants for 15 projects in the
last five years. The PDM program is a
competitive grant that is awarded to
applicants who have demonstrated
that their mitigation projects will be
beneficial to the residents, save lives
and protect property. PDM is a 75/25
match that is appropriated by congress
on a year-by-year base and awarded to
projects that meet requirements set by
FEMA and reviewed by a national
board. Some of the projects Utah has
been awarded include: University of
Utah Marriott Library Retrofit, Fire
Fuels Reduction in Emigration
Canyon, Fire Station Retrofits, Jordan
Valley Water Conservancy District
Retrofit, University of Utah Disaster
Resistant University, and the Leonardo
Center Retrofit.
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	More information regarding the State of Utah Homeland Security and it’s mitigation programs can be found at the following website: the Help of Others

