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Yalecrest Part 2: 

Remodeling 
Yalecrest 

Last month in Observe we looked at how 
the systematic teardown/rebuild trend in 
the Yalecrest neighborhood (aka Harvard 
Yale) on Salt Lake City’s east side is fun-
damentally changing the character of a 
place which is considered by many as 
one of the finest examples of residential 
design in the state. Rebuilds, however, 
aren’t the only culprits in this transfor-
mation that is altering the character of 
this great neighborhood. Other changes 
such as extreme additions, major altera-
tions, or small yet unusual remodels also 
have a dramatic effect on the character 
of the area.  

Old House Journal (OHJ) coined the 
phrase “remuddeling” for it’s popular 
monthly feature on home remodel jobs 
that are unsympathetic to the original 
character of historic structures. OHJ de-
fines remuddeling as “misguided remod-
eling” and “an alteration that is insensi-
tive to the architecture or character of 
the house.” Does remuddeling apply at a 
neighborhood scale? I think so.  

COMING UP IN OBSERVE: 
Yalecrest Part 3 - Renovations: The Good! 
 

Next month in Observe we will conclude our three part series on Salt 
Lake City’s Yalecrest neighborhood with a look at some of the areas 
wonderful renovations and preservation efforts.  
 
 

As always, your comments are welcome. 

One of the most prevalent 
forms of remodeling in the 

neighborhood is the so called “pop top” 
where the original roof is literally removed 
and what appears to be an additional house 
is placed on top of the remaining first floor. 
The pop-tops generally respect the original 
foot print of the homes thereby minimizing 
setback creep, but they can suffer from 
other various problems including a lack of 
architectural harmony with the original 
home, inappropriate building materials, and 
their new height can tend to dwarf their 
historically intact neighboring structures.    

Sometimes architectural 
diversity can be exciting 

and invigorating, but other times it 
just seems odd. When a place has a 
very distinct character, tinkering 
with the individual pieces can be a 
problematic endeavor. Altering a 
historic Tudor into something that 
seems as if it would be more at 
home at a ski resort or remodeling a 
vernacular bungalow into, well… 
something else, can really jeopard-
ize the delicate balance of a great 
place.  
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OBSERVE 

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly of the Built Environment 

by Mark McGrath, AICP 
mmcgrath@taylorsvilleut.gov 



Are you aware of an event 
of interest to 

Utah planners? 
 

Please submit ideas to 
utah-apa@utah-apa.org 
or call Mirinda Schiele, 
Chapter Administrator, 

at (801) 326-9116. 

 

Upcoming 
Events for  
Planners 
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APA Monthly Webcast 
AICP Code of Ethics 
July 17, 2009 11:00 am – 12:30 pm MDT 
For registration information visit http://www.utah-apa.org 
1.5 CM credits (Ethics) 
No charge for event—but long distance telephone charges may apply. 
Sponsored by the California Chapter of the American Planning Association 

22nd Annual Utah Rural Summit 
Smart Strategies for Tough Times 
August 5-7, 2009, Cedar City, Utah 
Hunter Conference Center, Southern Utah University Campus 
For more information:  (435) 586-7738 

Mark your calendars now... 
2009 Western Planner Conference 
Hosted by the South Dakota Planners Association 
September 9-11, 2009 Spearfish, South Dakota  
For more information: www.westernplanner.org 

Fall Conference 
American Planning Association Utah Chapter 
Planning Nuts and Bolts 
October 22-23, 2009 Ogden, Utah 
Questions may be sent to utah-apa@utah-apa.org 

UTAH PLANNER 

With the launch of two new courses from APA, AICP members now have even more affordable, 
convenient, and interactive options for fulfilling CM requirements. 

Ethical Practice for Practicing Planners (2.0| CM, $49.95) explains the tenets of the AICP Code of 
Ethics and Professional Conduct, and challenges participants to analyze situations, reflect on 
dilemmas, and apply the code. Throughout the course, planning ethics experts discuss how they 
might respond to several proposed scenarios. 

Hot Topics in Planning Law (3.0|CM, $99.95) provides practicing planners with an understanding 
of the latest developments in planning law.  From digital billboards to AB 32; from the Next Gen-
eration Energy Act of 2007 to green building codes; from Oregon’s Measure 49 to the impact of 
Kelo v. the City of New London, the course illustrates how changes in the law impact how planners 
work.  Available late June. 

In addition, APA is pleased to announce that its popular course, Planning for Healthy Communi-
ties with Health Impact Assessments, will remain free of charge through June 30, 2010. 

At the online course homepage (http://professional.captus.com/Planning/default.aspx) you may 

view the catalog, register for courses, and access your training. The online course homepage 

and registration site is hosted by Captus Press, APA's trusted online course program partner. 

American Planning Association 
 

APA Launches Ethics and 
Law Online Training 

  

Health Impact Assessment 
 Course Remains Free 
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