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Presidents Message

Even though | am writing this prior to our Utah APA Spring Conference, |
already know that the conference is a success. We have great speakers and a
huge increase in attendance so | know that it will be (and by the time you read
this “was”) a terrific experience for all those in attendance. Speaking of
attendance, it looks like about 100 planners from across the State are going to
be there. For our Chapter, that is really a big turn out and one of the things we
are going to find out about at the conference is why. Is it the exciting location
at the entrance to spectacular Zion National Park? Is it the reasonably early
advertising that allowed you to ‘plan ahead’ (which we should be so good at,
but often aren’t)? Is it the topics that have a wide spread appeal? Is it the
format that promotes staying an extra day? How about the prospect of better
weather?

Whatever the reasons for your greater participation, we hope we learn
something that will help us organize future spring conferences. Our intent
generally has been to offer the spring conference to our rural, small cities, and
distant planners. The spring conference provides more access to planning
education for those not located along the Wasatch Front, but it looks like we
have a very mixed audience this year, with many urban and rural planners
showing up. Success for our Chapter should mean a few things, including
providing an important service to our members, bringing together as many
planners as possible to address common issues, and of course adding a few
dollars to Chapter coffers so that we can afford to provide other services that
may operate at a loss. | hope you realize that it is your dues and these 2
conferences, spring and fall, which keep us in the black.

In fact, attendance at Chapter sponsored events, the lunches and the web
conferences is up too. In addition, our membership is up. Some pretty good
trends! This is even occurring with increased educational offerings and
advertising by the Utah League of Cities and Towns. Seems like the
opportunities for educational training are on the upswing and if you didn’t see
the League’s advertisement for their Spring conference with “La Hans and La
Frans” getting “pumped up” for their “Get Healthy, Get Fit” theme, you
missed one of the funniest brochures I've ever seen. Maybe that was a bit extra
funny for me, knowing that the League’s new mastermind for education is a
friend of mine, Brian Hall, who could have done a stint on the “Seinfeld” show.

Check it out on their web page. Planners with a sense of humor, who’da thunk
it?!?
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Utah APA Website:
www.Utah-apa.org

Utah APA email:
Utah-apa@utah-apa.org

Utah APA Postal Address:
P.O. Box 701443
WVC, UT 84170
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2007 Chapter Elections
Nomination and Teller Committee Findings and Candidates for Secretary
and Treasurer

It’s that time of year again! Time to select the lucky individuals who will serve
the next four years as our Chapter Secretary and Treasurer. As mentioned in
the prior chapter newsletter, the Chapter Secretary and Treasurer are two of the
five elected positions that make up the core of the Executive Committee. At
least three out of the five members must be present for the Executive
Committee to have a quorum and conduct business.

As required by the Utah APA Bylaws, the Nomination and Teller Committee,
composed of Aric Jensen (Vice President), and Travis VanEkelenburg and Scott
Hess (chapter members), reviewed the letters of interest to verify that the
candidates are eligible to run for the positions. While only the eligible names
submitted by the deadline of March 16, 2007, will appear on the ballot, any
chapter member in good standing may organize a write in campaign. This
year, the Nomination Committee received letters of interest from Matthew
Taylor and Grant Crowell, both of whom have been placed on the ballot. Their
Bio/Position statements are as follows:

Matthew J. Taylor
Candidate for Secretary

I have worked professionally in the planning field for nearly five years and am
currently employed as a Planner Il at Provo City. | received my BS degree in
Urban, Rural and Environmental Planning from Brigham Young University. In
my role as planner for Provo City | have been involved in nearly all aspects of
the planning process. | currently administer and evaluate redevelopment
proposals, multi-unit housing, conditional use permits, condominium, historic
landmarks register and associated general plan, zone map and ordinance
amendments. | have formerly administered and evaluated nearly all
application types associated with the department.

In administrative capacities, | have introduced and participated in the
facilitation of:

e The use of Adobe Acrobat software as a tool for interdepartmental
digital plan review and document archival retention.

e Policies and procedures for a complete digital review of applications
resulting in increased efficiency and savings for all involved
departments and applicants.

e The use of ESRI ArcExplorer software as a tool for interdepartmental
access of aerial photography and GIS information.
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Executive Committee

President:

John Janson, AICP
Vice President:

Aric Jensen
Secretary:

Sherrie Christensen, AICP

Treasurer:

Laura Hanson, AICP
Past President:

Chuck Klingenstein, AICP

Legal Committee:

Neil Lindberg, AICP
Legislative Committee:

Wilf Summerkorn
Rural Committee:

Nicole Cline, AICP
Professional Development:

Max Johnson, AICP
Program Committee:

Paul Glauser, AICP
Awards Committee:

Phillip Hill, AICP
Education Committee:

Brenda Scheer, AICP
Professional Affiliations:

George Ramjoue, AICP
Planning Official Committee:

Soren Simonsen, AICP
Webmasters:

Michael Hansen, AICP

Christopher Chesnut
Student Representative:

Aaron D. Bloxham
Sponsorship Committee:

Cameron Duncan
Newsletter Committee:

Peter Matson, AICP
List Serve Master:

Jeff Gilbert
Contract Manager:

Mirinda Schiele
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Because of these efforts, Provo City has an almost completely digital review
process. These accomplishments coupled with my previous experience as an
administrative aid to several corporations and business has given me strong
planning, secretarial and administrative skills. I believe that | am uniquely
gualified for the position of Utah APA Chapter Secretary and will bring fresh
and innovative approach to the positions duties.

Thank you for your time in considering me for this position.

Grant Crowell, AICP
Candidate for Treasurer

I was born and raised in lowa, and pursued my formal education at the
University of lowa, gaining my B.S. in Geography in 1994 and my M.S. in
Urban and Regional Planning in 1996. | was accepted into the American
Institute of Certified Planners in 1999. While | may be a Hawkeye at heart, |
have grown to love Utah, its people and spaces. It has been 10 years in Utah,
and the planning education and experience | have gained here could not be
duplicated anywhere in the country. The issues we face here are challenging
and require a dedicated and diverse executive committee, which | would be
pleased to serve on.

While in Utah, | have served the Chapter as past newsletter co-editor, which
was also a position within the Executive Committee. | have worked for Utah
and Salt Lake County counties, and with Draper City, where | have been for
almost 8 years. As treasurer, | intend to bring my local experience to benefit
the Executive Committee and support the efforts of the Chapter. With the
support of the Committee and Chapter, | will uphold the financial integrity of
the Chapter and assist in making wise financial decisions with your
membership dues. | will carry out my assigned duties with alacrity. And, it
doesn't hurt that | have 12 plus years experience living with a CPA. Thank you
for your support.

WIKSTROM

Karen Wikstrom, AICP

Principal

422 North 300 West
Salt Lake City, Utah 84103
Tel 801.521.7724
Fax 801.521.7725

www.wepc.biz

planning
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April 9, 12:30~ Transit Oriented
Develolpment
April 9~ Condominium Tour,
Hurricane
April 14-18~ APA National
Conference, Philadelphia
April 26-28~ Preservation Build
Communities, Fort Douglas,
http://www.utahheritagefoundatio
n.org/preservation/2007conference.
php
April 26, 27~Community Planner
Seminar mbeesley@ulgt.org
May 7- 21~ AICP testing period
May 14, 12:30~ Daybreak Tour
May 23, 2:00-3:30 ~ Inclusionary
Housing Audio Conference
May 31, June 1~ Community
Planner Seminar mbeesley@ulgt.org
June 11, 12:30~ West Valley City
Center
June 27 2:00-3:30~ Planning Law
Review Audio Conference
August 13, 12:30~ Layton Projects
September 27-28~ Fall Conference;
Davis County
October 8, 12:30~ Tailoring
Development Codes to Meet
Development Needs and Trends
October 23-26~ ULI Fall Meeting;
Las Vegas
November 12, 12:30~ Carbon and
the Culture of City Building
December 10, 12:30~ Transit
Oriented Development on the
Wasatch Front
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Join the Small Town and Rural
Planning Division of APA
Be a STaR!!

By Dale Powers, AICP, STaR Division
Chair, and

Paul Bednar, AICP, STaR Membership
Coordinator

Every year when you get your invoice for
renewing your APA membership, you are
also renewing your dues for membership in

Small

your State Chapter. Down on the bottom of & Eownl
the invoice, you are also given the option of P ura
joining one or more of the Divisions of APA. anning

Unlike Chapters that are geographically
based, Divisions are based on some aspect of planning and are nationwide in
scope.

By far the most dynamic of APA’s Divisions is the Small Town and Rural
(STaR) Division. STaR is dedicated to planners in small town and rural areas of
the USA and Canada. While many of you could not imagine working as the
only planner in your agency, many of STaR’s members are solo practitioners
and are called upon by their agency’s Planning Commission and City Council
to provide professional guidance on planning issues. Further, these planners
typically have less experience than metropolitan-area planners. Consequently,
these planners look to STaR for answers to general planning and zoning
matters that come before them.

Another set of planners that look to STaR for guidance are county planners.
STaR is nationally known for its work in agricultural land preservation and has
recognized experts in conservation subdivision among its members.

Finally, many private practitioners located in metropolitan areas are STaR
members due to their client base in rural areas. Planning in rural areas is quite
different than what metropolitan planners experience, and the STaR connection
has proved invaluable to these planners when working with small town elected
officials and staff.

What are the benefits of joining STaR? The following list is just a sampling:
Access to our quarterly newsletter that is an eclectic mix of planning
information, planner profiles, columns
on planning management and technical
planning, as well as the most fascinating
photography of small town and rural
America of any Division newsletter.
Access to the STaR message board where
guestions to your planning questions
can be posted and responses received
from throughout the country.

24-hour “rapid response” to any
guestions posed directly to the Division
Chair, Dale Powers of Pine County,
Minnesota.

Continued on Pg5 -
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